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Safety first Exotic, organif

Marriner and his orchestra A furniture craftsman
are steady but don't push it creates exquisite veneers

A Santa Ana
furniture craftsman
shows virtuosity

in veneers,

WOO(S

By JENNIFER J. BUSH
THE SWANGE SOUNTY RESISTER
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BLE VENEERE FRLET HE LIKED IT 50 MUCH, HE KEPT IT: Décor in Langin's home includes this chair he designed and buslk,
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VENEERS: Craftsmanship focuses on grain and color of wood

FROM PAGE 1
manship. Yet, the J, Poul Getty
Museumn  contains  benutiful
historical pieces constructed
from veneers. Mastor furni-
ture makers such as Andrd
Charles Boulle, whoss work is
synonymous with the practice
of veneering furniture, created
excpuisite designs with inter-
eeting color compositions and
inlmigd marcuetry,

Langin laughs ns he exploins
how o client grasped o better
understanding of veneers after
Langin cxplained how the en-
tertainment conter would leok
like the doshboard of & Rolls-
Royee,

When Langin  arrived in
Orange County In the early
1990s, woodwork [inishes
tended toward whitewashed
oak. Hut ns design continued to
ovalve, clionts found an apgre-
cinthon for his early work with
maple. Its elosed grain and
light eolor worked well with
.'n.lndi1|~|'r||n|'-||.n-s|:'l;1|- haamiea.
As the requests for his bullt-in
cabinetry designe  Inereased,
I moved from creating indi-
vidual furniture picces o
|||.rg.;-.-.c',||4- PO |:-|'ujr|'l.-.

He finds inspiration for his
designs in noatuwre, the material
it=elfl, But most important, he
tries to capture his clients” vi-
sions. As an artist, he thinks
three-dimensionally, sketehing
hi= designs on paper in his San-
Lo Ann studio workshop before
creating a computerized dramw-
ing. A veneer is then chosen for
the color and texture that will
best enhnnee the design

To those who vales environ-
mental concerns, he explains
that slicing rare woods into 1
millimeter layers menns mord
of the wood's attractive surlbe-
s ean be used aml spprecisg
ed, hie says. “What a shame it
would be to use the wood in a
solid ]:ipm: you wotlld lase all
the pottorns on the nsbde.”

Langin snys he uses only ve-
neers regulnted by the Forest-
ry Stewardship Council and
ealeulntes ]:-|'|'<'im~J:|.' for the
nmount needed o eliminate
winste,

“I hnwve great reverence for
the materinls, which in some

LANGIN'S TIPS

Hew to care for fine wood
and vensers:

= Profect wood from pro
langed sun exposure, which
can cause kang-ferm dam-
e

® s & humidifier in the
winter and an air conditioner
in the summer o keep the
relative humidity in the room
a1 25 percent 1o 35 percent.
= Jvold placing hardwood
furniture directly in frand of
radiators, heating vents or
fireplaces.

= Do nod slide objects
Bross wood.

* Place coasters of felt
pads under accessories fo
profect the finish

= [onol place hat or wet
objects an wood Furniture.

® Avaid placing plastic or
rubber materials such as
lamp bases or place mats on
wour furniture, as cerfain
plastics conlain ingredients
that may damane the finish
= Rolale accessories on
wour furniture perindically fo
avoid crealing permanent
marks.

= Rvold wax palishes - they
altract dirt

= Avold silicone polishes -
fhey will seep into even the
deapest finkshes and may be
diffacull to remove

= Know that ditferent fin-
wshes require different ap-
proaches in maintenance
and protection. Ous and war-
5 are dust magnets. and
once appleed, they make if
mare ditficult ta keep the
Turniture dosi-free. A good
lacquer ar varnish finsh re-
quires Bibe mooe than wip
Ing with a damp chath, ol
lowed by a dry one

cases took 200 years to grow,”
he says. “It"s my responsibility
t minke something benutiful
with them.”

Working with veneer is high.
|-_'|' l:EMu,‘i.:l!iI{‘!l. n'l:||||rj||p' Fhore
than 150,000 worth of equip-
ment, which is why other
wondworking shops call upon
him. Firsy, each piece of veneer

his work In wood.

B8 vut to the proper width wsing
a I*“’H"'-' guillotine. Cuts must b
pr:l:'isnr to petl the continuwous
grain appearance in the fin-
ished product. Pieces of veneer
are then stitehed together with
a fine threod. Stitching staysin
place but is only visible on the
rovierse side,

Veneer must Lhen adbere to
n substrate before it can be
¢h||.|'||'11 to Nt into the desigm of
the enbinet, Glue is applied toa
substrate before the veneor is
placed on top, These layers are
then bhand-fied  into  heated
pressing equipment that ap-
plics B0 tons of pressure to as-

PHOTOS: LEOMARD ORTIZ. THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER
ORGAMIC: As befits a veneer craftsman, Francols Langin's home displays much ol
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sure the veneer adheres tight-
by
Maxt, the veneer B wropped
o Lhe 2olkd forms of the design
Lo achieve the continuous pat-
tern. "This is where the true
artistry takes place,” he says,
Onee assembled, ench piece
of cabinetry receives o sealer,
which adheres to the wood. Up

MIXED MEDIA: Langin topped this set of

LETTING HIS
MATERIALS
SPEANK:
Langin
emphasized
the bold
patterns of
walnut burl in
this piece.

to 10 lnyers of lacquer are ap-
plied for depth amd protection,
These light finishes - the com-
pounds are Langin's trade se-
crel - are meant to enhanes
the pitural beauty of the wood,
e mayE.

The result is o durnble fnish
that fecls like silk. Veneer fin-
ishes require dusting with o
damp cloth and wiping dry to
maintain

Like houte couture in fash-
tom, many of Langin's designs
are exclusive to wealthy cus-
tomers, including  business
mognls and Hollywoed celebri
ties. However, there is o scope

kitchen cabinets with glass, “If you look
through the glass along its edge, it looks
like Antarctica,” he says.

COMPLEMENTARY: It's all walnut, but
Langin has created Interest with a burl
inlay in a cabinet.

of his work that is more acces-
zihle. Prices for hizs kitchen
cabinets and entertalnment
centers are comparable to
those offersd ot high-end cus-
tom-cesign firms, he soys.

As o findshing touch, Langin
practiees  the centuries-old
tradition of signing his name
where it can't be seen, nlong
with good wishes lor love, grat
itude, peace and understand

ing.
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